to whether, in terms of speed and 
efficiency, this would be ultimate- 
ly desirable. 

Still despite the impediments 
that this technology is burdened 
with, the economic potential will 
spur further development and im- 
plementation. It is no secret that 
companies must be able to com- 
pete in order to survive, and as 
one business official put it at a 
1982 robotics convention, the 
choice is to ‘‘automate, emigrate, 
or evaporate.’”* 


HIS push towards auto 

mation and robotics prom- 
ises a radical change in the both 
our economy and lifestyle. But 
will this trend lead to massive 
unemployment and economic dif- 
ficulties? According to econo- 
mists, not necessarily. Richard C. 
Levin, Assistant Professor of 


Economics and member of the In- 
stitute of Social and Policy 


Studies emphasizes the need to 
look at the economy as a whole. 
“The facts are pretty clear. The 
introduction of labor saving 
machinery causes a temporary 
dislocation of the labor force in 
those sections of the ecnomony. 
However the introduction of labor 
saving devices promotes long-term 
economic growth in the economy. 
When you can produce goods 
more cheaply it means that the 
amount of human effort gets 
multiplied into larger quantities of 
goods to be consumed by the 
populace at large. It generates 
greater demand and other forms 
of employment.”’ 

Professor Levin points out that 
the introduction of robotics may 
be simply part of the general shift 
over the last two hundred years 
from agriculture to manufactur- 
ing to service industries. ‘“When 
the mechanical harvester came in 
you went from hundreds of peo- 
ple involved on a given amount of 
acreage to a handful . . . A hun- 


dred years ago in the U.S. 
economy over one-half the labor 
force worked on a farm. Now we 
are down to five percent.’”’ 

Perhaps robots will free 
workers for the services just as the 
harvester freed workers for 
manufacturing. But this is not 
assured. Professor Koditschek 
puts it thus: 

“*If we don’t blow ourselves up, 
or poison the world, or mess up 
the gene pool in some way, I think 
that it is possible that in a hundred 
years most human physical labor 
will be obsolete. The question is 
political. Who will own labor 
power? Just because we have the 
ability to obviate human toil 
doesn’t mean we will.”’ 
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